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Introduction 

A coordinating conjunction is a word which joins together two clauses which 
are both equally important. Coordinating conjunctions connect words or 
phrases that serve the same grammatical purpose in a sentence. There are 
seven main coordinating conjunctions in English, which form the acronym 

FANBOYS: 

 
F: for: The teachers were frustrated, for the school had cut funding for all 
enrichment programs.* 
A: and: In this course, I will write a literature review, a case study, and a final 
paper.** 
N: nor: The students did not complete their homework, nor did they pass the 
test. 
B: but: The study is several years old but still valuable to this study. 
O: or: At the end of the class, the students can choose to write an essay or take 



a test. 
Y: yet: The patient complained of chronic pain, yet she refused treatment. 
S: so: I have only been a nurse for one year, so I have little experience with 
paper charting. 

1. What is a clause? 

A clause is a unit which contains a subject and a verb. For example, “It was 
raining” is a clause; the subject is “it”, and the verb is “was raining”. Every 
sentence MUST contain at least one clause, but it may contain more than one. 

For example: 

It was raining, so I took my umbrella. 

This sentence contains two clauses, “It was raining” and “I took my umbrella”. 
They are independent clauses because each one would be a good sentence on 
its own — each one is a “complete thought”. 

2. Joining clauses together with coordinating conjunctions 

Examine the example sentence one more time: 

It was raining, so I took my umbrella. 

The two clauses in the sentence are joined together with the word “so”. This is 
a coordinating conjunction. It is used to join two independent clauses which are 
equally important. A coordinating conjunction usually comes in the middle of a 
sentence, and it usually follows a comma (unless both clauses are very short). 
These are the most important coordinating conjunctions: 

Conjunction Function Example 

and 
joins two similar ideas 
together 

He lives in Victoria, and he 
studies at UVic. 

but joins two contrasting ideas 
John is Canadian, but Sally is 
English. 

or joins two alternative ideas 
I could cook some supper, or 
we could order a pizza. 

so shows that the second idea is She was sick, so she went to 



Conjunction Function Example 

the result of the first the doctor. 

These conjunctions are also used: 

nor (joining two negative alternatives) 
for (meaning “because”) 
yet (meaning “but”) 

 3. Using coordinating conjunctions 

There are three things to remember when using coordinating conjunctions: 

1. Coordinating conjunctions join independent clauses. Each clause must 
be a “complete thought” which could be a sentence on its own. 

2. With coordinating conjunctions, put the conjunction in the middle. You 
may see some sentences starting with “but” or “and”, but this 
is usually wrong, so it's best to avoid it. 

3. With coordinating conjunctions, use a comma unless both clauses are 

very short. 
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