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Parts of Speech in English 

 

1. Noun 

A noun is a word used to refer to people, animals, objects, substances, 
states, events, ideas and feelings. A noun functions as a subject or 
object of a verb and can be modified by an adjective.  

Types and Examples of Nouns 

 

Nouns can be people as in the dancers, or a name: John. 

Nouns can be things as in a lion, a table, or places as in Paris. 

Example Sentences 

John went shopping at the mall. 



Explanation: This proper noun functions as the subject (John). 

 The lion slept peacefully in the bright sunlight. 

Explanation: This noun (an animal) functions as the subject (The lion). 

  

She set the table with linens and silverware. 

Explanation: This noun (an object) functions as the object of a verb (table). 

2. Pronoun 

A pronoun is used in the place of a noun or phrase.  

Examples of Pronouns:  I, you, he, she, it 
 

Example Sentences 

I went to the mall on Sunday. 

Explanation: This pronoun functions as the subject (I). 

 Juan brought the papers with him. 

Explanation: This pronoun functions as the object of a phrase (with him). 

 3. Adjective 

Adjectives are used to describe or specify a noun or pronoun  

Examples of Adjectives good, beautiful, nice, my 

Example Sentences 

The beautiful lion slept peacefully in the shade of the tree. 

Explanation: This adjective describes the noun (lion). 

 My nice cousin likes to cook stew on cold winter evenings. 

Explanation: This adjective describes a noun (cousin). 

  

4. Verbs 



A verb is used to show an action or a state of being 

Examples of Verbs am, is was, are, go, write, exist, be 

Example Sentences 

Val writes to share her ideas. 

Explanation: This verb shows an action (writes). 

 He will be late to the movie. 

Explanation: This verb shows a state of being (will be). 

 5. Adverbs 

An adverb is used to modify a verb, adjective, and other adverbs.  

Examples of Adverbs: completely, never, there 

Examples: 

He completely forgot to take the trash outside to the bin. 

Explanation: This adverb modifies the verb (forgot). 

 She worked really hard on her project all night long. 

Explanation: The adverb modifies the adjective (hard). 

 6. Prepositions 

A preposition is a word that relates a noun or pronoun to some other 
word in the sentence and often forms a phrase that shows where, 
when, how, or why 

Examples of Prepositions: in, above, to, for, at 

Example Sentences 

She never remembers her car keys in the morning. 

Explanation: This preposition tells when she remembers (in the morning). 

 The water runs under the bridge. 

Explanation: This preposition tells where the water went (under the bridge) 

 7. Conjunctions 



Conjunctions connect words, phrases, or clauses 

Examples of Conjunctions for, and, nor, but, or, yet, 

 

Example Sentences 

Tiffany and Beverly talked all night long. 

Explanation: This conjunction connects two nouns (Tiffany, Beverly) 

 Students want to learn, and teachers want to teach. 

Explanation: This conjunction connects two independent clauses (Students 

what to learn, teachers want to teach). 

 8. Interjections 

Interjections are used to show surprise or emotion.  

Examples of Interjections: Oh!, Wow!, Ah-ha! 

Example Sentences 

Wow, she aced the test! 

Explanation: This interjection shows surprise 

 He yelled in surprise, “Oh, I get it!” 

Explanation: This interjection shows understanding. 
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