
Master 1 Economic Sciences  

 

Lesson 06: 

 

How to write an essay: 

 

Most people associate writing with English departments and, only to a slightly lesser extent, 

with the other disciplines in the humanities; they do not normally associate writing with 

economics and the other sciences. You may be one of them. You may be asking yourself, 

What does writing have to do with economics? Well, a lot, as it turns out. Economists, as 

much or even more than other scholars and analysts, write. Although we may think of 

economics as involving problem sets or mathematics, the fact remains that the results of 

economic research are “written up.” 

                                                                         By: Paul Dudenhefer: A Guide to Writing in Economics. 

Introduction 

The first part of your essay will be the introduction and it should begin by telling the reader 

specifically what topic your essay is addressing. Near the end of your introduction should be 

your thesis statement, which is a clear and concise statement that presents your argument. The 

last sentence of the introduction should be a transitional sentence that relates to the first body 

paragraph of the essay. 

First Body Paragraph 

The second part of the essay should be the first body paragraph, and it should present the 

strongest point that proves your thesis statement. The first sentence in this paragraph should 

tie into the transitional sentence in the introduction. Subsequent sentences should describe 

specific examples that relate to the point you are arguing in the paragraph. Like the last 

sentence in the introduction, the last sentence in this paragraph should be transitional and lead 

into the argument you will present in the next body paragraph. 

Second Body Paragraph 

The third part of the five-paragraph essay should present the second most compelling 

argument in support of your thesis. The first sentence should tie into the transitional sentence 

in the first body paragraph and you should clearly state the argument you are presenting in 

this paragraph near the beginning of the paragraph. Use examples to support this argument in 

subsequent sentences and end the paragraph with a transitional sentence into your third and 

final body paragraph. 

Third Body Paragraph 

The final body paragraph is the fourth part of the five-paragraph essay, and this section should 

present your weakest argument in support of your thesis statement. Although this may be your 

weakest argument, do not suggest this in the essay or overcompensate by providing too many 



examples; structure it in the same way you did the previous two body paragraphs. End the 

third body paragraph with a concluding statement that makes it obvious to the reader that this 

is the final major point you will make. 

Conclusion 

The final part of the five-paragraph essay is the conclusion. This paragraph should restate the 

thesis statement, but the restatement must not be a duplicate of the thesis statement itself. The 

conclusion should also summarize the three major points you addressed in each body 

paragraph. The final sentence of the conclusion should be a clear signal that the essay has 

ended; it may also include an application to your argument or something that the reader can 

think about after he has finished reading the essay. 

                                                                                                                By: Pen and the Pad 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thank you for your attention! 
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